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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicants amendment filed March 25, 2003 have been enter. Claims 1 , 9, 17, 
and 19 have been amended. Claims 20-37 have been added. 
Claims 1-37 are pending in this Office Action. 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 24 recites the limitation "the system" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



states. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only If the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hempleman et al. (US 6,243,725 B1). 

As per claim 1, Hempleman teaches a method for organizing and grouping 
metadata comprising: 

• "selecting a set of fields of metadata" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "selecting a category property set from a plurality of category property set, 
wherein each of the category property sets defines the data fields for a 
selected category of content files" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "designating at least a portion of the set of fields of metadata as being related 
to the category property set so as to create a set of property set fields" at Col. 
8 lines 25-47; 

• "selecting a first display set" at Fig. 4C; 

• "designating at least a portion of the set of category property set fields as 
being related to the first display set so as to create a set of first display set 
fields" at Fig. 4C; 

• "selecting a second display set" at Fig. 4G; 

• "designating at least a portion of the set of category property set fields as 
being related to the second display set so as to create a set of second display 
set field" at Fig. 4G. 
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• "in response to selecting the category property set, displaying at least a 
portion of the first and second display set field" at Figs. 4C and 4G. 

As per claim 2, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "a property 
set field may be related to more than one display set" at Fig. 4C and 4G; 

As per claim 3, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "a display 
set may be related to more than one property set field" at Fig. 4C and 4G; 

As per claim 4, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "selecting a 
set of fields of metadata includes: 

• "creating new fields of metadata" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "using existing field of metadata" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "creating new fields of metadata and using existing fields of metadata" at 
Col. 8 lines 25-47, 

As per claim 5, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "selecting a 
property set includes: creating a new property set; or using an existing property set" at 
Col. 6 lines 24-30 and Col. 8 lines 25-47, 

As per claim 6, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "selecting a 
first display set includes: "creating a new display set or using an existing display set" at 
Col. 6 lines 24-30, 

As per claim 7, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1, wherein "selecting a 
second display set includes: "creating a new display set; or using an existing display 
set" at Col. 6 lines 24-30. 
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As per claim 8, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: 
"storing at least one of the set of field of metadata, the property set, the set of property 
fields, the first display set, the set of first display set field, the second display grouping, 
or the set of second display set field in a database" at Col. 4 lines 35-65. 

As per claim 9, Hempleman teaches a method for organizing metadata 
comprising: 

• "in response to a user request, creating a category property set, wherein 
each of the category property sets defines the data fields for a selected 
category of content files" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "selecting a set of metadata fields related to the category property set" at 
Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "creating a set of display grouping" at Fig. 4C; 

• "grouping the selected set of metadata fields into at least one of the 
display groupings to form metadata field grouping" at Fig. 4C. 

As per claim 10, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 9, further comprising: 
"storing the property set, the set of display groupings, and the metadata field grouping in 
a database" at Col. 4 lines 35-65. 

As per claim 11, Hempleman teaches a method for dynamically display a set of 
metadata comprising: 

• "receiving a category property set wherein the category property set is 
associated with a set of display groupings and a set of metadata fields 
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wherein the nnetadata fields are related to at least one of the display 
groupings" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "generating a display structure comprising display grouping structures 
that are based at least in part upon the set of display groupings" at Fig. 
4C; 

• "populating the display groupings with metadata field structures wherein 
the metadata field structures are related to at least one of the metadata 
fields" at Figs. 4C and 4G; 

• "receiving a set of metadata field data related to the set of metadata field" 
at Col. 8 lines 25-47 and Figs 4C, 4G; 

• "populating the metadata field structures with the related metadata field 
data at Figs. 4C and 4G; 

• "display the display structure" at Figs. 4C and 4G. 

As per claim 12, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 1 1 , wherein 
"receiving a set of metadata field data includes: "sending a request for metadata field 
data to a metadata database, and receiving a set of metadata field data from the 
metadata database related to the request" at Col. 4 lines 54-64. 

As per claim 13, Hempleman teaches a method for allowing a user to edit 
metadata using a graphical user interface comprising: 

• "querying a metadata database for a set of metadata" at Col. 4 lines 55- 
65; 
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• "dynamically displaying the set of metadata in a display window in a 
graphic user interface wherein the set of metadata data is organized into 
category sets and display window groups" at Col. 6 lines 7-13; 

• "receiving a request from a user to alter the displayed metadata data" at 
Col. 6 lines 7-13 and Fig. 3N: 

• "processing the request to alter the displayed metadata data" at Col. 6 
lines 7-1 3 and Fig. 3N; 

• "updating the display of the metadata data in the display window" at Col. 6 
lines 7-1 3 and Fig. 3N; 

As per claim 14, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 13, wherein 
"processing the request to alter the displayed metadata data includes updating the 
corresponding metadata data In the metadata database" at Col. 6 lines 15-20. 

As per claim 15, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 13, wherein 
"processing the request to alter the displayed metadata data includes logging the 
request in a metadata database update log" at Col. 3 lines 65-67. 

As per claim 16, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 13, wherein 
"processing the request to alter the displayed metadata data includes processing the 
request to alter related metadata data that is not displayed" at Col. 8 lines 25-47. 

As per claim 17, Hempleman teaches a metadata editor system comprising; 

• "a metadata organization database configured to store category and 
property information about metadata " at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 
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• "a graphical user interface display module configured to display subsets of 
the metadata wherein the subsets of metadata are organized by display 
groups, and wherein the types of fields in the display groups are 
configurable by a user" at Fig. 4G. 

As per claim 18, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 17, further comprises 
"a metadata update module configured to receive updates to the metadata from a user, 
send the updates to the metadata database, and send the updates to the graphical user 
interface displayed module" at Col. 6 lines 7-25. 

As per claim 19, Hempleman teaches a metadata editor system comprising: 

• "means for storing metadata organization data wherein the metadata 
organization data includes groupings that define subsets of metadata as 
well as display sets," at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "means for displaying subsets of metadata wherein the subsets of 
metadata are organized by display set and wherein the type of fields in the 
display groups are configurable by a user" at Figs. 4C and 4G. 

As per claim 20, Hempleman teaches the metadata editor system of claim 17, 
additionally comprising "a display for displaying the metadata" at Fig. 2, element 12f. 

As per claim 21 , Hempleman teaches the metadata editor system of claim 1 7, 
additionally comprising "a mouse for selecting the metadata" at Fig. 2, elements 12e. 

As per claim 22, Hempleman teaches the metadata editor system of claim 1 9, 
additionally comprising "a display for displaying the metadata" at Fig. 2, element 12f. 
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As per claim 23, Hempleman teaches the metadata editor system of claim 19, 
additionally comprising "a mouse for selecting the metadata" at Fig. 2, element 12e. 

As per claim 24, Hempleman teaches a method of customize the display of 
metadata comprising: 

• "identifying a category that classifies at least one content file, wherein the 
category is associated with a plurality of type of metadata files, and wherein each 
of types of metadata data fields has associated metadata" at Col. 8 lines 25-47; 

• "providing an interface for allowing a user to modify the metadata and the types 
of metadata field that are associated with the category" at Figs. 4C-4I; 

• "in response to user selection, displaying the metadata that is associated with the 
identified category" at Figs. 4C-4I. 

As per claim 27, Hempleman teaches a method for organizing and grouping 
metadata comprising: 

• "selecting, via at least one graphical interface, a category property of the set of 
fields of metadata as related to the category sets" at Fig. 4C; 

• "designating, via at least one graphical interface, at least a portion of the set of 
fields of metadata as related to the category property set to create a set of 
property set fields" at Fig. 4C; 

• "selecting, via at least one graphical interface, a first display set" at Fig. 4C; 

• "designating, via at least one graphical interface, at least a portion of the set of 
category property set fields as related to the first display set to create a set of first 
display set fields" at Fig. 4C; 
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• "selecting, via at least one graphical interface, a second display set" at Fig. 4G; 

• "designating, via at least one graphical interface, at least a portion of the set of 
category property set fields as related to the second display set to create a set of 
second display set fields" at Fig. 4G; 

• "in response to selecting the category property set, displaying at least a portion of 
the first and second display set fields" at Figs. 4C, 4G. 

As per claim 25, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 27, wherein "the 
category identifies a genre of music" at Col. 8 lines 45-47. 

As per claim 26, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 27, additionally 
comprising "in response to request from the user, adding a new type of metadata field" 
at Col. 6 lines 1-30. 

As per claim 28, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 27, wherein "a 
property set field is related to more than one display set" at Figs. 4C and 4G. 

As per claim 29, Hempleman teaches the method of claim 27, wherein "a 
display set is related to more than one property set field" at Figs. 4C and 4G. 

6. Claims 30-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Contois (US 5,864,868 A). 

As per claim 30, Contois teaches a method of modifying the display groups of 
metadata comprising: 

• "Providing a graphical user interface for allowing a user to add a data field to a 
display group" at Figs. 2-6; 
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• "displaying the display group having the added data field" at Figs. 2-6. 

As per claim 31, Contois teaches the method of claim 30, wherein "the added 
data field identifies a track name" at Fig. 3. 

As per claim 32, Contois teaches the method of claim 30, wherein "the added 
data field describes a characteristic of an item of music" at Figs. 2-6. 

As per claim 33, Contois teaches the method of claim 30, wherein "graphical 
user interface allows the user to remove data field from the display group" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 34, Contois teaches a program storage device storing instruction 
that when executed performs the method comprising: 

• "providing a graphical user interface for allowing a user to add a data field to a 
display group" at Figs. 2-6; 

• "displaying the display group having the added data field" at Figs. 2-6. 

As per claim 35, Contois teaches the same as stated in claim 34, wherein "the 
added data field identifies a track name" at Fig. 5; 

As per claim 36, Contois teaches the same as stated in claim 34, wherein "the 
added data field describes a characteristic of an item of music" at Col. 9 lines 50-67. 

As per claim 37, Contois teaches the same as stated in claim 34 above, wherein 
"graphical user interface allows the user to remove a data field from the display group" 
at Fig. 5. 
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Response to Arguments 



7. Applicant's arguments filed March 25, 2003 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The Examiner respectfully traverses Applicant's arguments. 

Applicant argued that Hempleman does not teach "selecting a set of field of 
metadata". On the contrary, Hempleman teaches at Col. 8, lines 25-47, the data 
structure in which a set of field of metadata has been selected to be Included in the data 
structure, the set of field includes: "CD Number, CD Title, Track, Artist Code.. .etc." 

Applicant argued that Hempleman does not teach: "selecting a category property 
set from a plurality of category property sets, wherein each of the category property sets 
defines the data fields for a selected category of content files, designating at least a 
portion of the set of field of metadata as being related to the category property set so as 
to create a set of property set field". On the contrary, in Fig. 4C, Hempleman shows the 
category property "Recorder" has been selected from a plurality of category property 
sets (i.e., "Recorder, PlaylistEditor, PlaylistPlayer, Reports"), and a portion of the set of 
field (i.e Track, Length, Title) related to the category property "Recorder" is also 
displayed. Similarly, In Fig. 4G, Hempleman shows another displaying screen where a 
different category property set has been selected, comprising different set of data fileds 
associated with the category property set. 

Applicant argued that Hempleman does not teaches: "selecting a first display set, 
designating at least a portion of the set of category property set fields as being related 
to the first display set so as to create a set of first display set fields". On the contrary, in 
Fig. 4C Hempleman shows the category property "Recorder" has been selected from a 



Application/Control Number: 09/575,403 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2177 

plurality of category property sets (i.e., "Recorder, PlaylistEditor, PlaylistPlayer, 
Reports"), and a portion of the set of field (i.e Track, Length, Title) related to the 
category property "Recorder" is also displayed. 

Applicant argued that Hempleman does not teaches: "selecting a second display 
set; designating, at least a portion of the set of category property set fields as being 
related to the second display set so as to create a set of second display set fields; and 
in response to selecting the category property set, displaying at least portion of the first 
and second display set of field". On the contrary, in Fig. 4C, Hempleman shows a 
portion of the set of field (i.e Track, Length, Title) related to the category property 
"Recorder". Similarly, In Fig. 4G, Hempleman shows another displaying screen where a 
different category property set has been selected, comprising different set of data filed 
associated with the category property set. 

Applicant argued that "Hempleman does not teaches or suggest that the types of 
fields that are stored and displayed may be different depending on the selected 
category". On the contrary. Fig. 4C and 4B of Hempleman show two different sets of 
data fields correspond to two different category selections. The examiner also notes that 
the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "the type of fields that are stored and 
displayed may be different depending on the selected category") are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 
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In light of the foregoing arguments, the 35 U.S.C 102 rejection is hereby 



sustained. 



Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (703) 
305-9601 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
7299. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 
for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)746- 



7240. 
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